

Assignment 02
PS490 Research Studies

Directions: Be sure to save an electronic copy of your answer before submitting it to Ashworth College for grading. Unless otherwise stated, answer in complete sentences, and be sure to use correct English, spelling, and grammar. Sources must be cited in APA format. Your response should be two (2) to three (3) double‐spaced pages; refer to the “Format Requirementsʺ page for specific format requirements.

Submit a 2-3 page research proposal containing the following elements discussed in this module:

1. Title
2. Introduction
3. Research Method
4. Conclusion
5. Resources

This should be a detailed, comprehensive and high-quality proposal. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Lecture Notes

The Research Proposal

The objective in writing a proposal is to describe what you will do, why it should be done, how you will do it, and what you expect will result. The proposal will lay out the problem for research, the research method, and resources to achieve the desired results.

Every researcher needs to write a proposal. Your proposal will be your guide throughout the project for without it, you will be lost. Remember, a proposal is the researcher's plan of what to do in the future.

A proposal is a straightforward document and should not be cluttered with extraneous and irrelevant material. Whatever does not contribute directly to the research problem and its solution is a distraction. Include only what is necessary and communicate these clearly.  A proposal should be precise, lean, and mean.

Your research proposal should include these basic elements:

Title: A good title will clue the reader into the topic but it cannot tell the whole story. Follow the title with a strong introduction.


Introduction: The introduction provides a brief overview that tells a reader what the proposal is about. It should be very clearly written, direct, to the point, and should let one assess whether the research is relevant. A good introduction should spell out clearly what the paper is about and what you will do. Setting the topical area is a start but you need more, and quickly. Get specific about what your research will address. According to the Required Readings, all introductions include these items in some form in the introduction.


Clear Statement of the Problem
Purpose of the Study
Definitions
Significance of the Investigation
Literature Review
Questions or Hypothesis
(http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/researchcourse/key_elements.html)

Problem Statement or Question - Once the topic is established, come right to the point. What are you doing? What specific issue or question will your work address? Broadly speaking, describe what you intend to accomplish through this research (e.g., expanding a knowledge base.) Effective problem statements answer the question “Why does this research need to be conducted?”

The foundation of a good research paper is a good research question or thesis statement. It is imperative that you define one before beginning your research. Have a question or purpose around which the paper will be organized. If you are applying a theory, you can explain which theory you will use and why you think that is the appropriate theory to explain the event(s) you are interested in.

Definitions – “Be sure that your proposal is understandable to a general reader who does not know much about your field of investigation.  This section gives the definition of important terms and concepts that are usually stated in the objectives, hypothesis, and research questions.  Define subject-specific and technical terms.  If you are using words that are different in meaning in the context of your experiment from traditionally accepted meanings, define the terms.  Be sure to refer to authoritative sources in your definitions.”

(http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/researchcourse/key_elements.html)

Significance of the Investigation – In this section you would include:

Purpose of the study - This section should give a good indication of what you expect to get out of the research. Why is this work important? What are the implications of doing it? What are the current trends in this topic area? How does this topic relate to the broader field of psychology? How does it link to other knowledge? Why is it important to our understanding of the world?
Limitations of the study - This statement will explicitly state the limits and boundaries of the study so the reader will not be misled as to the extent of study. It makes clear what is not covered by the study.


Research Method: In addition to providing rationale for the proposed research, the proposal must describe a detailed methodology for conducting the research. This section should make clear to the reader the way that you intend to approach the research question and the techniques and logic that you will use to address it.
There are several research methodologies a researcher can use to gather information. The choice of research method is generally dependent on the nature of the research design. Two major types of research are primary and secondary research. Primary research requires that you collect raw data yourself. Secondary research uses data that has already been collected by others to support your question or problem.

Many different types of primary research exist. Some common ones used for writing classes include:

Interviews: A conversation between two or more people in which one person (the interviewer) asks a series of questions to another person or persons (the interviewee).
Surveys and questionnaires: A process of gathering specific information from people in a systematic way with a set series of questions. Survey questions usually have pre-specified or short responses.
Observations: Careful viewing and documenting of the world around you.
(Retrieved on April 26, 2014 from: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/552/04/)

Most research in Independent Study will use secondary research, specifically, Literature Review. The Literature Review is the method in which you review the major works on your topic and indicate what the arguments are. This method will be discussed in detail in Module 3.

Conclusion: This section should give a good indication of what you expect to get out of the research - possible outcomes to the theory and questions that you have raised. It will be a good place to summarize your findings.


Resources: In this section, indicate the resources you will use in your research. This can include books, news, magazine and journal articles, databases, websites, interviews, etc.
